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of the Highways, and the Petty Constables.  The
first, in addition to their modern duties of church
maintenance, performed certain moral functions,
such, for instance, as that of visiting the village
ale-houses during the hour of divine service and
driving malingerers to church.   But in the seven-
teenth century the importance if not the dignity
of the Churchwardens was already on the decline.
The duties of the Overseers of the Poor were
more onerous.   Appointed by the Justices from
a rota of householders, they were required to
administer the Elizabethan Poor Law that made
each parish responsible for the support of its
own poor.   It was their business to give weekly
relief to the aged and impotent, to keep a stock
of raw material on which to set the ablebodied
unemployed to work, to build houses on the
common land for the houseless, to educate poor
children and bind them as apprentices, and to
administer any lands  or moneys   left by the
charitable for the poor of the parish.   To provide
for such services the Overseers were empowered
to levy a Poor Rate under cover of the signature
of the local Justices; for failure to perform them
adequately they could be (and sometimes were)
indicted at Quarter Sessions.   It is just to add that
our ancestors* attitude towards public assistance
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